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TAGS: EAIR, NI 

SUBJECT: CIV AIR: PANAM'S FOURTH FREQUENCY AND BLOCKED-SEAT 
ARRANGEMENT WITH NIGERIA AIRWAYS 

REF: (A) LAGOS 9422; (B) BLODGETT MEMO TO FILES, OCT. 8, 1974 

1. CONTRARY TO REF (A), IT APPEARS NEGOTIATIONS FOR PANAM'S 
PROPOSED BLOCKED-SEAT ARRANGEMENT WITH NIGERIAN AIRWAYS (WT) STILL 
IN STATE OF FLUX. LOCAL PANAM REP PETER LEGRO REPORTS WT 
CHAIRMAN OBI LEFT NEW YORK PRECIPITOUSLY BEFORE VERBAL AGREEMENT 
MENTIONED IN REFTEL COULD BE FULLY CONFIRMED. REASON FOR OBI'S 
SUDDEN DEPARTURE UNCLEAR, BUT LEGRO THINKS HE MAY HAVE HAD LAST- 
MINUTE DOUBTS ABOUT OWN TECHNICAL COMPETENCE TO NEGOTIATE WITH 
TOP-LEVEL PANAM OFFICIALS. IN ANY CASE, QUOTE ONE AND SIX 

UNQUOTE BLOCKED-SEAT SCHEME IS TEMPORARILY OFF-TRACK. 

2. LEGRO CURRENTLY WORKING ON PLAN TO OFFER WT ONE FIRST CLASS 
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FREQUENCIES, COMBINED WITH RENEWED EFFORT FOR FOURTH FREQUENCY 
ON SAME TERMS. HE HAS YET TO GET PANAM HOME OFFICE ON BOARD, 

BUT THINKS HE CAN; AND ON BASIS RECENT DISCUSSIONS WITH KEY OBI 
SUBORDINATE, HE IS EVEN MORE HOPEFUL THAN BEFORE THAT FOURTH 
FREQUENCY QUESTION MAY BE RE-OPENED IN NEAR FUTURE. 

3. N. B. EMBASSY WISHES TO CORRECT ERROR IN BOTH REFERENCED 
MESSAGES CONCERNING WT ASPIRATIONS FOR LAGOS-NEW YORK ROUTE. 

WT NOT RPT NOT CONSIDERING ASSOCIATION AGREEMENT WITH AIR AFRIQUE; 

IT MAY BE CONSIDERING TRYING FOR MORE EXTENSIVE AGREEMENT WITH PANAM 
ON NEW YORK ROUTE SIMILAR TO THAT HELD BY AIR AFRIQUE. SUCH AS 
AGREEMENT COULD ACCOMMODATE FOURTH FREQUENCY, AND, EVENTUALLY, 

FLIGHTS OF WT AIRCRAFT TO NEW YORK. 

REINHARDT 
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